8th Annual DIA Schools Summit October 19-21, 2022
JSerra Catholic High School
San Juan Capistrano, CA

Wednesday, October 19, 2022
1-3:30 pm Founders’ Forum (DIA Member Heads of School/Diocese Superintendents of Education)
4:00 pm Opening Mass with Bishop Freyer, Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Orange at the Shrine Basilica San
Juan Capistrano
4:45 pm Conference Check in
5:00 pm Reception with Exhibitors - see our strategic partners here.
6:00 pm Dinner
7:00 pm Keynote: Mary Rice Hasson from the Ethics and Public Policy Center, “Catholic Education for
Challenging Times”

Catholic education has an enduring mission in the heart of the Church: to form the next
generation of disciples of Jesus Christ. Always daunting, it’s particularly so today: our
students are coming of age in a de-Christianized culture, full of digital distractions. But only
God’s love, and a life well lived in accord with the truth, can satisfy the human heart. This is
the promise, and challenge, of Catholic education--an education that, in the words of Pope
Benedict XVI, nurtures not only our children, but also “the soul of a nation.” What does this
mission demand of us? Come and see!
8:15 pm Optional evening vespers
Thursday, October 20, 2022
7:15 am Reconciliation
7:30 am Breakfast, Exhibit Hours
8:45 am Keynote: Christopher Kaczor from Loyola Marymount University, “Why We Teach Virtue and the
Faith Life in Catholic Schools”

Why do we teach virtue and faith life in Catholic schools? The answer is quite simple really,
we love our students and we want them to be truly happy. But what is it to be truly happy?
Gonzaga University President Emeritus, Fr. Robert Spitzer distinguishes four kinds of
happiness. They are, the happiness of the hedonist (level one), the happiness of the egoist
(level two), the happiness of the altruist (level three) and the happiness of the altruist of
faith (level four). Let’s discuss the pros and cons of these levels of happiness which makes
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clear that if we love someone (including ourselves!) we should help them to have the best
kinds of happiness.
9:45 am Campus Tour
10:25 am All School Mass
11:45 am Lunch and Exhibit Hours
12noon Reconciliation
12:30 pm Concurrent workshops*
Administrators: “Accompanying Gender Confused Students with Love and Truth”

In this panel discussion, leaders from several of our DIA founding and partner schools
discuss practical strategies they are using for addressing gender confusion pastorally with
students and parents. Audience questions and participation will be welcome during this
session.
Teachers: Clare Kilbane of McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame, “The 4Cs:
Understanding 21st century Skills in the Light of Faith - Collaboration”

Recent events have taught us a lot about the need for individuals to work together for
"the common good" and the importance of addressing this in all educational
settings--especially Catholic schools. But collaboration is not just an important "good" for
society, it is also a "good" for the human person who, made in the image and likeness of
God, is designed both for relationship and to "restore all things in Christ." Teachers in
contemporary classrooms need to be able to understand and cultivate 21st century skills
(including collaboration) among their students. This session provides both the "why" and
the "how" in support of this as well as the Catholic framing of collaboration appropriate for
the mission of Catholic schools.
or
Katie Wesolek, Notre Dame ACE graduate and Theology Teacher, Xavier Catholic Schools, ”Leading Young
People to Encounter Christ through Personal Prayer”

Inspired by the disciples’ request to Jesus, “teach us how to pray,” this workshop explores
how theology teachers can help young people develop habits of personal, deep, and daily
prayer so as to encounter Christ and grow in communion with God.
Campus Ministers: Fr. John Ignatius, Servants of Christ Jesus, “Taking Discipleship Seriously”
Profitable investors are shrewd, wise, and daring in choosing vehicles of investment over a
long period of time. Jesus likewise was shrewd, wise, and daring in his choice of disciples
over a long period of time. Based on the Bible and experience, Fr John Ignatius will describe
the priorities, limits, risks, and rewards of investing in personal discipleship in the midst of
large schools, for the sake of making a hundredfold impact on souls, families, and the
Kingdom of God.
1:30-2:00 pm Concurrent Mini-Sessions with partners:
Gallagher Insurance “Ethical and Religious Directives - How To Align Employee Benefits and Commercial

Insurance”
Duc In Altum Schools Collaborative’s 8th Annual DIA Schools Summit October 19-21, 2022
On the campus of JSerra Catholic High School
Inquiries: Summit@diaschools.org 913-449-3060

HMC Architects “Design for Good: Facilities Master Planning and the Capital Campaign Process”
Franciscan University “The Dual Enrollment Advantage: Narrowing the Gap”
Museum of the Bible “Encounters on the Deep: Museum of the Bible’s Transformative Virtual Education

Programs“
Modern Catholic Pilgrim “On the Road to Emmaus: Making Local Pilgrimages with Our Students and
Encountering Christ along the Way”
2:00 pm Keynote: Sister Miriam, “Strategies Towards a Virtue-Based School Culture”

We are excited to share about the ideas and strategies we have implemented for the
formation of young people in virtue at JSerra high school. Our last accreditation, which took
place in the 2019-2022 school year, afforded us the opportunity to shift towards virtue-based
formation goals. Since then, we have been working towards achieving a school culture that
is firmly rooted in virtue. We would love to share some of our tips and tricks- what’s worked
and what hasn’t. It is our hope that you will come away with some helpful tools and
strategies.
3:30 pm Concurrent workshops*
Administrators: Adam Seagrave, FAIRstory Lead on Curriculum: “Teaching about Race and Diversity in
Catholic Schools: Catholic Natural Law vs. Critical Theory”

This workshop will address the “why” and the “how” of teaching about race and diversity in
Catholic schools, focusing especially on the distinction between the Catholic natural law
approach on the one hand, and the Critical Theory approach on the other. Most Catholics
aren’t aware of the tremendously rich resources we have in the Catholic Faith—the inspiring
examples we have in Catholic Saints, and the profound basis we have in Divine Revelation
and Catholic Teaching—for teaching and learning about human diversity, for confronting
historic and ongoing injustices, and for building diverse communities through understanding
and love. In this workshop, we will attempt to scratch the surface of these resources and
inspire participants to confidently embrace teaching these topics in their schools.
or
Abriana Chilelli, Associate Superintendent for Academic Renewal, Archdiocese of Denver, and Jared Staudt,
Associate Superintendent for Mission and Formation, Archdiocese of Denver, “Seeing Well”
This session will be an overview of the Archdiocese of Denver Office of Catholic School’s
approach to forming teachers in a Catholic worldview through the Catholic Worldview
Seminar. We’ll review how we format the seminar, policy to support participation in the
seminar, and readings used, but most importantly, we’ll share why the formation of our

teachers to see reality well is a mission-critical move in the renewal of our Catholic schools.
Teachers: Greg Joseph, Marin Catholic High School Theology Department Chair, “Improving Dialogical
Conversation in Theology Classes”

Modern society has left our kids with an inability to articulate thoughts deeply, logically,
respectfully, and objectively. After years of witnessing class discussions where students
speak disjointedly, make unsubstantiated claims, and demonstrate intellectual blindness due
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to their personal feelings on a topic, something needed to be done. This workshop shares
one attempt in addressing this problem by developing a method of class discussion that is
focused on the quality of contribution and not simply the quantity.
or
Christopher Check, President of Catholic Answers, “Liberation from eSlavery”

“Science” and “technology” are words that go hand-in-hand and are even mistaken for
synonyms. True science is simply inquiry. As C.S. Lewis argues in The Abolition of Man,
technology is about control. Some technologies are intrinsically evil: The purpose for which
they were designed is wicked. Some technologies, while not intrinsically evil, can produce
bad effects when wrongly used.
Campus Ministers: Jim Beckman, Executive Director of ImpactCenter, “Resilient Disciples!”

or

One of the critical but often overlooked tasks of true discipleship is “human” formation –
assisting one in the journey of self-knowledge, self-acceptance and self-possession. Knowing
yourself and possessing yourself are key requirements for self-gift, which is at the heart of
the human vocation for all disciples. This task is even more necessary in a time when
emotional health is at an all-time high. Depression, anxiety, low self-worth, and other mental
health issues have skyrocketed over the past couple years. This workshop will address these
key poverties among young people today and explore how vibrant campus ministry can
offer a framework of support to help grow resilient young disciples.

Zach Eckert, JSerra’s Director of Campus Ministry, “More Than Meets the Eye: Catholic School Discipleship”

Catholic schools serve many needs while striving to accomplish one purpose, to form every
young person for the heart of Christ. Academics, athletics and arts are access points to
awaken the young soul to the true nature of the world, and discipleship is the method of
wakening. Building an effective Catholic Campus Ministry requires institutionalizing
intentional discipleship and helping students to see that when it comes to their life, faith,
and the world around them, there is always more than meets the eye. We will discuss
meaningful Campus Ministry practices, programs, and positions to help grow your high
school’s culture of discipleship.
4:45 pm Prayer, then reception and dinner in the Los Rios Historic District of San Juan Capistrano.
Friday, October 21, 2022
7:15 am Reconciliation
8:15 am Mass
9:00 am Breakfast, Exhibit Hours
9:45 am Keynote: John Zimmer, FOCUS Vice President of Apostolic Development: “Catholic Education in an
Age of Apostolic Mission”

As Catholic leaders, we are responsible for reading the signs of the times and responding
with magnanimity. Our age is one of apostolic mission, an age when the gospel of Jesus
Christ is not deeply interwoven into the fabric of our society, an age where kerygmatic
proclamation and authentic witness must be deeply lived. This age is also one of great
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opportunity, an age where the light shines brightly in the darkness. This presentation will
explore these opportunities, unpacking lessons learned from the work of FOCUS on college
campuses and how they might be applied to the important work of Catholic education.
11:15 am Concurrent workshops*
Administrators: Anthony Lilles, Academic Dean and Spiritual Theologian, St. Patrick's Seminary, “Catholic
Education and Cultural Challenges”

We live in an unprecedented moment in the history of American and Californian freedom
where graduates of our Catholic schools run almost all major government institutions.
Astonishingly, these very educated Catholic alumnae are increasingly at odds with each
other and their bishops over the most basic human goods at a time when our society is
drifting into tyrannical forms of anti-religious secularism. In the meantime, our youth despair
under the post-traumatic stress wrought by the absence of the sacred in public life. Catholic
Education has the opportunity to confront this social challenge with the Eucharistic gaze of
the Risen Lord. If the next generation can discover His look of love, they will find ways to
work together for a more meaningful freedom than current leaders have been able to
achieve.
or
Chris Ledyard, JSerra’s Director of Athletics, “Sports Properly Directed”

What does an Athletic Administration need to look like in order for sport programs to
become transformational within a Catholic high school? What should the primary purpose
be, and how do you keep that purpose alive without compromise? What does it look like to
coach your players for growth in mind, body and spirit? How do you consistently and
constantly keep the main thing the main thing?
Teachers: Fr. Claude Williams, O.Praem, “A Cloud of Witnesses: A Survey of Notable Communities of Black
Catholics in the United States “

or

Throughout the United States over the past decade, various individuals and organizations
have raised awareness about notable Black American figures whose causes for canonization
have begun. Currently, the list of African Americans who have active causes are: Elizabeth
Lange, Henriette Delille, Julia Greely, Thea Bowman, Augustus Tolton, Pierre Toussaint and
Martin Ward. Besides highlighting these seven key figures in U.S. Catholic history, the
workshop will focus on 4 select communities of Black Catholics in the United States who
have and continue to contribute to the life of the church in this country and worldwide.

Joe Walberg and Austin Krause, 2021 DIA Fellows and Teachers at St. James Academy, “Catholicism in The
Content-Area”

The first goal of a Catholic School should be to be a witness to faith in Jesus Christ-- which is
sometimes easier said than done! Subject-area classrooms can struggle to meaningfully
integrate Catholicism into their instruction, and even good Catholic schools may need new
strategies for natural, wholistic Catholic worldview in non-theology classes. Learn how an
authentic Faith approach informs and works in Catholic Schools in a subject-area classroom.
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Campus Ministers: Camille Pauley, Co-Founder and President of Healing the Culture, “Educating Our Youth
For Life”

Healing the Culture offers a unique and effective approach to evangelizing K-12 students in
pro-life values and ethics, with creative, easy, and free resources! Start using these tips and
tools in the classroom right away. This presentation is applicable to administrators, chaplains,
and faculty of religion, theology, philosophy, ethics, history, social studies, science, family
life, etc.
12:15 Lunch PLC discussions and Exhibit Hours
1:15 pm Departures

*Concurrent Workshops: attendees are welcome to attend any session of interest.
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