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A CONFERENCE FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATORS
NOVEMBER 6-8, 2017

FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

      ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA



Prayer for the Summit

O Christ, our Teacher,

You invite Your faithful people to make disciples in Your 
name and to announce Good News to all nations.  

Increase our zeal for bringing your Good News to the young 
people we serve, and help Catholic schools grow in their 

ability to nurture and form the soul of all those entrusted 
to our care.

We ask this through the intercession of St. John Paul the 
Great and Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom. Amen.
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Schedule 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6

5:00 PM Registration

6:00 PM Opening Mass

6:45 PM Hors d’Oeuvres

7:00 PM Opening Session: Dr. Christopher Baglow, “Christian Anthropology and an Integrated 
Curriculum”

8:30 PM Social / Evening concludes

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
8:30 AM Mass

9:15 AM Breakfast

9:45 AM Morning Session: Bishop Kevin Vann, “Duc in Altum: The Evangelistic Mission of Catholic 
Schools” 

11:00 AM Morning Breakout Sessions

· Breakout Session A: Rich Meyer, “The Primacy of a President and Principal’s Personal 
Conversion”

· Breakout Session B: Kevin Kijewski, JD, “Telling the Truth in Love: Answering Controversies 
with a Pastoral Heart”

· Breakout Session C: Fr. Matt Guckin, “Forming Student Missionary Disciples”    

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Afternoon Breakout I

· Breakout Session A: Sr. John Dominic Rasmussen, “Hands on or Hands Off?  Administrators’ 
Role in Curriculum”

· Breakout Session B: Sebastian D’Amico, “Cor Meum: The Word of God at the Heart of 
Catholic Teaching”
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· Breakout Session C: Dr. Christina McShane, “The Art of Collaboration: Helping the Whole 
Person, Forming the Whole Person”

2:00 PM Professional Learning Community:

Professionals from like fields will gather for brainstorming, networking, and professional 
development.

3:30 PM Afternoon Breakout II

· Breakout Session A: Fr. Robert Spitzer, “The Cultural Transformation of a Catholic School”

· Breakout Session B: Fr. Sebastian Walshe, “The Art of Catholic Teaching “

· Breakout Session C: Fr. Paul Kostka, “Communion and Mission: Leading Students in a 
Transformative Experience”

5:00 PM Evening Prayer

5:30 PM Dinner

7:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

8:30 PM Evening Concludes

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
8:30 AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Keynote Session: Sr. Veronica Mary, SV, “Ministering to People in Their Brokenness”

10:25 AM Mass

11:45 AM Breakout Sessions

· Breakout Session A: John Rocha, “Raising the Tide: Fostering and Sustaining a School’s 
Financial Well-Being”

· Breakout Session B: Steven Rummelsburg, “Telling Our Story: The Catechetical Narratio” 

· Breakout Session C: Zach Eckert, “The New Milleniuim Campus Ministry: Integrative Ministry 
in a Catholic School”

12:45 PM Lunch

2:00 PM Summit Concludes
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Keynote Session
Dr. Chris Baglow

“Christian Anthropology and an Integrated Curriculum”
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Notes
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Keynote Session
Bishop Kevin Vann

“Duc in Altum: The Evangelistic Mission 
of Catholic Schools”
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Morning Breakout Session
Rich Meyer: “The Primacy of a President and Principal’s Personal Conversion”

Success starts at the top.  In the world of Catholic education, in which the primary 
goal is the education of the entire person, our success at forming each person 
begins with the integrity, virtue, and commitment to Christ of the school’s leaders.  
How do you find the time to seek personal holiness so that it can be modeled for 
those with whom we work?  We will discuss what personal conversion looks like in 
the life of a busy high school administrator and propose ways to foster a robust life 
in Christ among our staffs.

Kevin Kijewski, JD: “Telling the Truth in Love: Answering Controversies with a 
Pastoral Heart”

We will explore an authentically Catholic response to gender ideology and same sex 
attraction issues from school operational, psychological, philosophical, theological, 
and legal perspectives. Aiming to serve key personnel involved in Catholic Schools, 
the speaker will present the issues at play and discuss ways to prepare a proactive, 
truthful and compassionate response when these issues arise. Participants will be 
equipped to return to their schools and be proactive catalysts for advancing this 
discussion and preparing appropriate responses.

Fr. Matt Guckin: “Forming Student Missionary Disciples”

Pope Francis, in his apostolic exhortation The Joy Of The Gospel, invites all 
the faithful to be “Missionary Disciples.”  Every Christian, the Pope argues, is a 
missionary to the extent that he or she has encountered the love of God.  This 
presentation will show how we can invite young people to encounter God in Christ 
Jesus and encourage them to share that encounter with the world around them.
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Afternoon Breakout Session 1
Sr. John Dominic Rasmussen:  “Hands on or Hands Off?  Administrators’ Role in 
Curriculum”

To bud in or not to bud in?  That is often the administrator’s question.  In the thick 
of the Catholic educational enterprise, to what degree should school administration 
form and shape curriculum across the broad spectrum of disciplines?  Where is 
the line between responsibly casting the proper and integrated vision and stifling 
teachers and chairpersons by micro-managing?  Sr. John Dominic will help us 
navigate this sometimes delicate tightrope in which virtue lies in the middle, and 
address why communication, docility and courage are essential for this crucial work 
in the trenches.

Sebastian D’Amico:  “Cor Meum: The Word of God at the Heart of Catholic Teaching.”

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  Jesus Christ’s Incarnation is not 
only the center of our faith, but as John Paul the Great said, it is the “center of the 
universe and of human history.”  Catholic education holds that the Word of God 
is the inspirational wellspring from which all of our educational dynamism flows.  
Sebastian D’Amico masterfully presents an integrated vision for Catholic education 
rooted in the Sacred Scriptures that bears fruit well beyond the walls of the theology 
classroom and spills out into the hearts of every student on our campuses.     

Christina McShane: “The Art of Collaboration: Helping the Whole Person, Forming the 
Whole Person.”

Teens today have never been busier, more tired, or more torn between the hundreds 
of options vying for their attention.  Christina offers valuable insights and practical 
suggestions on how to execute high school ministry for today’s teens in today’s 
world and captivate them with a Gospel message that is ever ancient but ever new.
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Afternoon Breakout Session 2
Fr. Robert Spitzer: “The Cultural Transformation of a Catholic School”

Young people hunger for an experience of education that not merely equips them 
“for the next professional challenge,” but that pierces their intellects with truth, 
stuns their souls with goodness, and seizes their hearts with beauty!  We as Catholic 
educators have been commissioned by Christ Jesus himself to bring to his sons and 
daughters a vision of the human person and of life that transcends the materialistic 
and utilitarian superficiality of pragmatism.  We are called to create cultures that 
transform the minds, souls, and hearts of young people through the dynamic, life-
changing grace of Jesus Christ.  Find out where to start in this stirring presentation 
by Fr. Robert Spitzer.

Fr. Sebastian Walshe: “The Art of Catholic Teaching by Aquinas”

Teaching is both a science and an art; but it is more an art.  Fr. Sebastian Walshe 
gives us a captivating look at the Angelic Doctor’s greatest contributions to Catholic 
teaching, and what we can learn from his timeless wisdom about the art of teaching 
today.  An Aquinas scholar, and a master teacher himself, Fr. Sebastian will outline 
the essential elements for effective teaching in the 21st Century, and address some 
of the greatest challenges we face as Catholic educators in a post-Christian world.

Fr. Paul Kostka: “Communion and Mission: Leading Students in a Transformative 
Experience”

In order to complete the evangelization process, campus ministers are faced with 
the task of moving teens past the “God is cool” stage into an encounter with Jesus 
that is transformative.  Fr. Paul will explore ways to walk with teens that lead 
them successfully through the various stages of evangelization and toward a deep 
intimacy with Christ that will empower them for their mission as his followers both 
in high school and beyond.
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Keynote Session
Sr. Veronica Mary, SV

“Ministering to People in Their Brokenness”
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Breakout Session 
John Rocha:  Raising the Tide: Fostering and Sustaining a School’s Financial Well-
Being

As Head of a school, John knows first-hand the many challenges that leaders in 
Catholic education are faced with, not least of which are economic in nature.   Come 
and join the conversation as John shares best practices and tricks of the trade 
concerning establishing a solid financial model for Catholic schools and moving 
beyond survival mode into the realm of fiscal thriving.

Steven Rummelsburg- Telling Our Story: The Catechetical Narratio

The Catechetical Narratio is the foremost method of catechesis dating back to the 
early Church. St. Augustine recommended it in the early 5th century AD. The General 
Directory for Catechesis (GDC) reasserted its primary importance in 1997. Come 
discover the story-like nature of the catechetical narratio and learn why we should 
return to this method, not only in our religious education programs, but in our 
theology classes in Catholic Schools. We will examine the difficulties and challenges 
we face from modern educational techniques that make the catechetical narratio a 
difficult method to recover.

Zach Eckert- Forming Student Missionary Disciples

Mr. Eckert will share from his extensive ministry with high school students on some 
of the following topics:  How do we help Catholic students feel confident in their 
faith?  How do we become intentional as campus ministers in meeting the current 
challenges our teens face in living out the Gospel of Christ authentically? How do 
we equip young Catholics to be intentional disciples among their peers and resist 
the natural temptations that abound in adolescent culture to keep their faith 
hidden?  Come and join in the conversation as Mr. Eckert speaks about the particular 
challenges to and practical tips for creating a dynamic, attractive, and effective 
campus ministry model in the high school setting.



21

Notes



22

Prayer



23

INTRODUCTION

God, + come to my assistance.
– Lord, make haste to help me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
– as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

HYMN

The setting sun now dies away,
And darkness comes at close of day;
Your brightest beams, dear Lord, impart,
And let them shine within our heart.

We praise your name with joy this night:
Please watch and guide us till the light;
Joining the music of the blest,
O Lord, we sing ourselves to rest.

To God the Father, God the Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Trinity blest, whom we adore,
Be praise and glory evermore.

Tune: Angelus L.M.
Music: Georg Joseph, 1657
Text: Jam sol recedit igneus, based upon the hymn O Lux Beata Trinitas, ascribed to 
Saint Ambrose (340-397), modified by Pope Urban VIII, +1644
Translation: Geoffrey Laycock, based on version in Primer, 1706

Go to the Psalmody

Or:

Earth’s mighty Maker, whose command
Raised from the sea the solid land,
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And drove each billowy heap away,
And bade the earth stand firm for aye:

That so, with flowers of golden hue,
The seeds of each it might renew;
And fruit trees bearing fruit might yield—
And pleasant pasture of the field;

Our spirit’s rankling wounds efface
With dewy freshness of thy grace:
That grief might cleanse each deed of ill,
And o’er each lust may triumph still.

Let every soul thy law obey,
And keep from every evil way;
Rejoice each promised good to win
And flee from every mortal sin.

O Father, that we ask be done,
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son;
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 

Tune: Arizona L.M.
Music: Robert H. Earnshaw
Text: Tellúris ingens cónditor, attributed to Saint Gregory the Great, 540-604
Translation: Anonymous, 1854

PSALMODY

Ant. 1 The Lord surrounds his people with his peace.

Psalm 125
The Lord, guardian of his people

Peace to God’s true Israel (Galatians 6:16).

Those who put their trust in the Lord †
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are like Mount Zion, that cannot be shaken, *
that stands for ever.

Jerusalem! The mountains surround her, †
so the Lord surrounds his people *
both now and for ever.

For the scepter of the wicked shall not rest *
over the land of the just
for fear that the hands of the just *
should turn to evil.

Do good, Lord, to those who are good, *
to the upright of heart;
but the crooked and those who do evil, *
drive them away!

On Israel, peace!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm Prayer

Surround your people, Lord, within the safety of your Church, which you preserve 
on its rock foundation. Do not let us stretch out our hands to evil deeds, nor be 
destroyed by the insidious snares of the enemy, but bring us to share the lot of the 
saints in light.

Ant. The Lord surrounds his people with his peace.

Ant. 2 Unless you acquire the heart of a child, you cannot enter the kingdom of God.

Psalm 131
Childlike trust in God
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Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart (Matthew 11:29).

O Lord, my heart is not proud *
nor haughty my eyes.
I have not gone after things too great *
nor marvels beyond me.

Truly I have set my soul *
in silence and peace.
As a child has rest in its mother’s arms, *
even so my soul.

O Israel, hope in the Lord *
both now and for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm Prayer

Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, you declared that whoever receives a little 
child in your name receives you, and you promised your kingdom to those who are 
like children. Never let pride reign in our hearts, but may the Father’s compassion 
reward and embrace all who willingly bear your gentle yoke.

Ant. Unless you acquire the heart of a child, you cannot enter the kingdom of God.

Ant. 3 Lord, you have made us a kingdom and priests for God our Father.

Canticle: Revelation 4:11; 5:9, 10, 12
Redemption hymn

O Lord our God, you are worthy *
to receive glory and honor and power.
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For you have created all things; *
by your will they came to be and were made.

Worthy are you, O Lord, *
to receive the scroll and break open its seals.

For you were slain; *
with your blood you purchased for God
men of every race and tongue, *
of every people and nation.

You made of them a kingdom, †
and priests to serve our God, *
and they shall reign on the earth.

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain *
to receive power and riches,
wisdom and strength, *
honor and glory and praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Ant. Lord, you have made us a kingdom and priests for God our Father.

READING
Romans 12:9-12

Your love must be sincere. Detest what is evil, cling to what is good. Love one 
another with the affection of brothers. Anticipate each other in showing respect. 
Do not grow slack but be fervent in spirit; he whom you serve is the Lord. Rejoice in 
hope, be patient under trial, persevere in prayer.

RESPONSORY
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Through all eternity, O Lord, your promise stands unshaken.
– Through all eternity, O Lord, your promise stands unshaken.

Your faithfulness will never fail;
– your promise stands unshaken.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
– Through all eternity, O Lord, your promise stands unshaken.

GOSPEL CANTICLE

Ant. My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

Canticle of Mary
Luke 1:46-55
The soul rejoices in the Lord

My + soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, †
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: †
the Almighty has done great things for me, *
and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
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He has come to the help of his servant Israel *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. Amen.

Ant. My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

INTERCESSIONS

God establishes his people in hope. Let us cry out to him with joy:
You are the hope of your people, Lord.

We thank you, Lord,
– because in Christ you have given us all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
You are the hope of your people, Lord.

O God, in your hands are the hearts of the powerful; bestow your wisdom upon 
government leaders,
– may they draw from the fountain of your counsel and please you in thought and 
deed.
You are the hope of your people, Lord.

The talents of artists reflect your splendor,
– may their work give the world hope and joy.
You are the hope of your people, Lord.

You do not allow us to be tested beyond our ability,
– strengthen the weak and raise up the fallen.
You are the hope of your people, Lord.

Through your Son you promised to raise men up on the Last Day,
– do not forget those who have died.
You are the hope of your people, Lord.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Now let us offer together the prayer our Lord Jesus Christ taught us:)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Lord,
may our evening prayer rise up to you,
and your blessing come down upon us.
May your help and salvation be ours
now and through all eternity.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
– Amen.

DISMISSAL

If a priest or deacon presides, he dismisses the people:

The Lord be with you.
– And with your spirit.

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
– Amen.
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Another form of the blessing may be used, as at Mass.

Then he adds:

Go in peace.
– Thanks be to God.

In the absence of a priest or deacon and in individual recitation, Evening Prayer 
concludes:

May the Lord bless + us,
protect us from all evil
and bring us to everlasting life.
– Amen.
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MESSAGE OF JOHN PAUL II
TO THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL

ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

Praised be Jesus Christ. 

IT IS A JOY for me to address the members of the National Catholic Educational 
Association of the United States, as you assemble in the great cause of Catholic 
Education. Through you I would hope that my message of encouragement and 
blessing would also reach the numerous Catholic schools of your country, all the 
students and teachers of these institutions and all those generously committed 
Catholic education. With the Apostle Peter I send you my greeting in the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: “Peace to all of you who are in Christ”[1].  

As Catholic educators assembled in the communion of the universal Church and in 
prayer, you will certainly share with each other insights of value that will assist you 
in your important work, in your ecclesial mission. The Holy Spirit is with you and the 
Church is deeply grateful for your dedication. The Pope speaks to you in order to 
confirm you in your lofty role as Catholic educators, to assist you, to direct you, to 
support you. 

Among the many reflections that could be made at this time there are three points 
in particular to which I would like to make a brief reference at the beginning of my 
pontificate. These are: the value of Catholic schools, the importance of Catholic 
teachers and educators, and the nature of Catholic education itself. These are 
themes that have been developed at length by my predecessors. At this time, 
however, it is important that I add my own testimony to theirs, in the special hope of 
giving a new impulse to Catholic education throughout the vast area of the United 
States of America. 

With profound conviction I ratify and reaffirm the words that Paul VI spoke originally 
to the Bishops of your country: “ Brethren, we know the difficulties involved in 
preserving Catholic schools, and the uncertainties of the future, and yet we rely on 
the help of God and on your own zealous collaboration and untiring efforts, so that 
Catholic schools can continue, despite grave obstacles, to fulfill their providential 
role at the service of genuine Catholic education, and at the service of your 
country”[2]. Yes, the Catholic school must remain a privileged means of Catholic 
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education in America. As an instrument of the apostolate it is worthy of the greatest 
sacrifices. 

But no Catholic school can be effective without dedicated Catholic teachers, 
convinced of the great ideal of Catholic education. The Church needs men and 
women who are intent on teaching by word and example – intent on helping to 
permeate the whole educational milieu with the spirit of Christ. This is a great 
vocation, and the Lord himself will reward all who serve in it as educators in the 
cause of the word of God. 

In order that the Catholic school and the Catholic teachers may truly make their 
irreplaceable contribution to the Church and to the world, the goal of Catholic 
education itself must be crystal clear. Beloved sons and daughters of the Catholic 
Church, brothers and sisters in the faith: Catholic education is above all a question 
of communicating Christ, of helping to form Christ in the lives of others.
In the expression of the Second Vatican Council, those who have been baptized 
must be made ever more aware of the gift of faith that they have received, they must 
learn to adore the Father in spirit and in truth, and they must be trained to live the 
newness of Christian life in justice and in the holiness of truth[3].  
These are indeed essential aims of Catholic education. To foster and promote them 
gives meaning to the Catholic school; it spells out the dignity of the vocation of 
Catholic educators. 

Yes, it is above all a question of communicating Christ, and helping his uplifting 
Gospel to take root in the hearts of the faithful. Be strong, therefore, in pursuing 
these goals. The cause of Catholic education is the cause of Jesus Christ and of his 
Gospel at the service of man. 

And be assured of the solidarity of the entire Church, and of the sustaining grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In his name, I send you all my Apostolic Blessing: in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

From the Vatican, 16 April 1979
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The Purpose of an Education
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput

Exactly 77 years ago today (September 1, 1939), Germany invaded Poland.  Thus 
began the Second World War.  Many good scholars have written about that conflict.  
Repeating their work here isn’t my purpose.  With the summer ending and young 
people back in school or soon to return, my focus this week is on education.  And 
a detail from the opening days of that long ago German invasion offers a useful 
lesson.

Leading up to the attack, Hitler’s SS compiled a list of 30,000 Polish clergy, 
intellectuals, professionals and aristocrats.  All were targeted for arrest.  Within 
two months of the invasion, up to 20,000 Poles were summarily executed (the 
genocide waged against Jews and others followed later).  Most of the victims came 
from names on the list.  They were murdered by SS Einsatzguppen or “Special Task 
Forces.”  Of the top 25 Einsatzgruppen leaders, 15 of them had doctorates from 
distinguished German universities, then among the finest in the world. 

In other words, most of the men who led the murder squads were not illiterate 
thugs.  On the contrary, they were very well schooled.  As the historian Niall 
Ferguson notes, they came from Germany’s academic elite.  The Nazi racial theories 
we see today as deeply unhinged and evil were advanced at the time as good and 
necessary, scientifically based and in the service of human progress.  And a great 
many otherwise intelligent men and women believed in them. 

Of course, all that happened many decades ago and far away.  What’s it got to do 
with American kids here and now heading back to school?

Just this:  Knowledge and technical skills are important, but they’re not the same 
as wisdom and moral character.  Barbarians come in all shapes and sizes, some 
in expensive suits with good diction and excellent academic and professional 
credentials.  Some even run for office, and we can find them in all political parties.  
The word “education” comes from the Latin educare, meaning “to bring up or 
train,” which in turn comes from the Latin e- (“out”) and ducare (“to lead or guide”).  
The point of a true education is to lead people out of ignorance, dishonesty and 
brutishness to the refinement of their humanity and intellect in the virtues. 
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This is what distinguishes a Catholic education, properly taught, from much of 
modern learning.  Even the finest mind is incomplete, a blank potential, without 
a purpose and moral framework for the facts at its command.  And, as the saying 
goes, nature abhors a vacuum.  Some purpose, no matter how selfish or perverse, 
inevitably fills a person’s inner void. 

The lesson of the 20th century is that all purposes and all moral frameworks are 
not equal.  Some lead to suffering and worse because their understanding of the 
human person is crippled from the start by the absence of God.  The goal of a 
Catholic education, in contrast, is to fill the soul with the presence of its Creator.  
Thus religion is not an “add on” subject in a Catholic school.  It’s the center of the 
enterprise, the first priority, and it needs to suffuse and guide every other subject 
and element of the school day.  Young persons are the children of a loving God with 
an eternal destiny.  They’re meant to radiate with growing maturity throughout their 
lives the great words of St. Irenaeus:  “The glory of God is man fully alive.”  

Thus the ultimate purpose of our Catholic schools is not to get students into Harvard 
or Notre Dame or Penn or Stanford or Georgetown or Villanova – all of them great 
universities, but no automatic guarantee of anyone’s humanity – but rather to get 
them into heaven, which is not some imaginary fairyland, but the intensely real and 
beautiful embrace of the God who made us, sustains us and longs for us to become 
the men and women he intended us to be. 

That’s why we’re in this world.  It’s something to remember as students and teachers 
head back to class.

# # #
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