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Wednesday, October 24
5:00 PM - Mass

Celebrant: Fr. Paul Kostka, Chaplain, DIA Schools Collaborative
St. James Academy’s JPII Chapel

6:00 PM - Dinner & Opening Keynote
Dining Hall

“The Importance of Mission” - President Steve Minnis, Benedictine College
President Minnis will be speaking on the importance of having a mission in your life; for your marriages, businesses, and organizations. He will show how Benedictine College’s Mission Statement, “To educate men and
women within a community of faith and scholarship,” has driven the college to amazing growth over the last
ten years.

7:30 PM-9:00 PM - Draw Near

St. James Academy’s JPII Chapel
Please join the St. James community for Eucharistic Exposition, Praise and Worship, and a student witness in
the Chapel. Reconciliation is available. Stay as long as you’re comfortable.

Thursday, October 25
8:00 AM - Mass

Celebrant: Most Reverend Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
St. James Academy’s JPII Chapel

9:00 AM - Continental Breakfast, Keynote
Dining Hall

“Mission Driven Schools” - Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas

10:45 AM - Breakout Sessions

Generally, Workshop A sessions are for principals and presidents; B sessions for theology teachers;
C sessions for campus ministers and D sessions for counselors.
A: “Dynamic Catholic Schools: Creating Cultures for the New Evangelization”
Panel Discussion: Andy Tylicki, President of St. James Academy in Lenexa, KS; Kyle Pietrantonio, President
of Holy Spirit Preparatory School in Atlanta, GA; Rich Meyer, President, JSerra Catholic High School in San
Juan Capistrano, CA; Pat Reidy, JSerra Vice President of Mission and Faith is the moderator.
How do you create authentic Catholic culture and steadily and effectively grow it in our current social climate?
What are the core characteristics of an passionately Catholic school? How do you draw sensational families to your Catholic school? What are the keys to hiring, retaining, and forming the best Catholic teachers,
coaches, and staff?
Join us for a vibrant and interactive panel discussion which will address the above questions and many others
from the vantage point of Presidents and Principals of the DIA Schools Collaborative.
B: “Teach us to Pray: A Strategic Approach to Inspiring Active Participation in the Christian Life”
Ben Akers, Associate Professor of Theology, Augustine Institute

The disciples ask the Lord to teach them how to pray (Lk 11:1). This request is echoed by students to their theology teachers. This workshop will explore the Church’s teaching on how to encourage student engagement
in prayer and in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We will consider how to employ the Church’s recommended
method to helping Christians understand, live and share these great mysteries of our faith.
C: “The High School ‘Symposium Club’: Toward Building a Culture of Solidarity”
Todd Flanders & Josh Blonski, Providence Academy, Plymouth MN
The Symposium Club offers high school juniors and seniors a way to engage highly controversial issues with
civility and charity. Through guided conversations, participants encounter each other as persons, and learn to
respect the image of God in each other amid differences in race, ethnicity, and opinion. The American culture
that our young people encounter today is often dominated by division, rancor, and identity politics. Symposium Club offers a better way, guided by the Chestertonian principle that we should never let a quarrel disrupt
a good argument.
D: “Catholic Psychotherapy”
Michael Ciaccio, LPC
“My child thinks she might be gay, what do I do? My kid seems to only have relationships over his Xbox,
what is happening? I caught my child looking at pornography and I can tell he is indifferent to the Faith, now
what?” These are just a few of the questions counselors receive from parents in this IGen culture. Catholic
Schools need quality referral sources to send kids and families for counseling. In this present time, the counseling profession is mostly secular and has lost the true, ordered understanding of the human person. Feelings are placed before reason and choosing one’s own gender identity is common place, among other errors
purely, humanistic psychology is making. In this workshop, Michael wants to go “back to the beginning”
and answer questions pertaining to anthropology, sexuality and relationship. How does a counselor integrate
Jesus into sessions and allow the Holy Spirit to guide the healing? With so many father wounds, how do we
help our kids come back to the roots of their identity, being a child of a great Father? There is a proper order,
a blueprint written within the fabric of human nature. Catholic psychotherapy needs the integration of spirit
and nature. This workshop will give guidance and support to counselors who want to practically implement
the Faith into their sessions. It will also show teachers, faculty and those helping our kids and families what a
true Catholic referral source looks like.

12:15 PM Working Lunch in Professional Learning Communities
Sponsored by Benedictine College

1:45 PM Breakout Sessions

Generally, Workshop A sessions are for principals and presidents; B sessions for theology teachers;
C sessions for campus ministers and D sessions for counselors.
A: “Defining Effective Board Leadership”
Panel: John Menghini, Jay Breidenthal, Steve Sharpe, Zena Weist, Fr. Koehler
Board leadership is creating and maintaining authentic Catholic mission, vision and values.
Productive working boards will follow a good school leader. The board’s role is to be strategic, not involved
in school operations but overseeing how the leadership implements the mission while also ensuring organizational success. Hear how these board members exhibit leadership on their respective high school boards.
B: “The Pattern of Saintly Living”
Fr. Jarrod Lies
Pope St. John Paul II stated, “People listen to witnesses more that teachers and if the listen to teachers then
it is because they are first witnesses.” The church has learned the pattern of saintly living by witnessing the

lives of the saints and encouraging the faithful to imitate their lives. The Saints have shown us the power of
devotion and promoted Church customs to build up the body of Christ. We will explore these devotions and
customs and learn to practically apply them to our daily lives.
C: “The Art of Forming Young Disciples”
Everett Fritz
How do we form students into lifelong Catholics? What is the recipe for success? This presentation explores
the theme of discipleship while focusing on building campus ministry around small, mentoring groups. In this
presentation, we will explore methods of campus ministry and why some methods are more effective in ministering to students than others.
D: “Objectives and Benefits of a Student Counseling Team in the Health and Wellness Program”
St. James Academy Student Counseling Committee
The Student Counseling Team focuses on developing, creating and implementing school-wide campaigns
focused on subjects such as personal character development, mental health awareness, digital citizenship
and social relationships. Students who have a desire to learn about the world of counseling would work as a
team with the counselors to complete tasks set forth by the department including but not limited to: Monthly
awareness promotions, health and wellness, and classroom/school presentations. Maybe there’s a place for
such a Team in your schools’ counseling department!

3:00 PM Afternoon Session
“Empowering Young Catholics for Life’s Big Decisions” - Leonard DeLorenzo, McGrath Institute for
Church Life at University of Notre Dame.
What game are we asking our young people to play and what happens when they win? From the perspective
of a college setting, we will consider the prevalent characteristics of the young adults who have emerged from
our broad college prep culture, before turning our attention to the Marian character of Catholic education—an
education aimed at fostering true personal integration and empowering witnesses to the Gospel in the modern
world.

4:15 PM Evening Prayer
St. James’ JPII Chapel

5:15 PM - Taste of KC

Depart for Taste of KC Dinner, Boulevard Brewery Event Space in Kansas City, Missouri

Friday, October 26
8:00 AM - Mass

Celebrant: Fr. Viet Nguyen, Chaplain, St. James Academy
St. James Academy’s JPII Chapel

8:30 AM - Continental Breakfast
Dining Hall

9:00 AM - Student-Led Prayer
Dining Hall

9:30 AM - General Session
“The Threat to Religious Liberty in America and How it’s Impacting Christian Schools.”
Ray Kaselonis - Alliance Defending Freedom
ADF Senior Counsel Ray Kaselonis will explore how certain laws are threatening religious freedom across
the country. He will discuss the nature of those threats and how they are impacting Christian businesses and
ministries, including churches and schools.

10:30 AM - Breakout Sessions

Generally, Workshop A sessions are for principals and presidents; B sessions for theology teachers;
C sessions for campus ministers and D sessions for counselors.
A: “Best Practices for Protecting Christian Schools from Religious Liberty Threats.”
J.D. Mesnard and Ray Kaselonis, Alliance Defending Freedom
ADF Senior Counsel Ray Kaselonis and ADF Regional Alliance Director J.D. Mesnard will discuss specific
areas and examples where Christian schools may be particularly vulnerable when it comes to religious liberty
threats. They will also explain what can be done to try to ensure maximum legal protections to help enable
schools and ministries to carry out their mission while weathering the fast-approaching legal storms.
B: “Faith, Culture and Gender Ideology”
Mary Rice Hasson, Ethics & Public Policy Center
“Who am I?” Questions of identity are paramount for young people. However, politics and popular culture
increasingly propose answers at odds with the Christian understanding of the human person. This talk identifies cultural issues related to sex and gender and outlines responses based on Catholic teaching and Christian
anthropology.
C: “Transformational Stewardship: Identifying Your Personal Call to Lead”
Dr. Tiffany Boury & Dr. Jim Mello, Franciscan University
This presentation is designed to facilitate the application of Transformational Leadership to address an area
of challenge, productivity or yearly goal. Participants will be given the opportunity to explore the theory of
Transformational Leadership, apply self-awareness strategies that define individual strengths and their areas
of weakness within leadership. Participants will define the “next steps” needed to begin building an action plan
to address the defined area of concern through this interactive session.
D: “Teaching Together: Where everyone’s gifts are used for the good of others.”
Mary Forr & Joanne Callaghan
The Teaching Together presentation will focus on three areas. First, we will discuss the history of Teaching
Together and its expansion. Second, we will explore teachings in Catholic theology on the inherent dignity
of the human person, the dignity of work, and the need for a work environment inclusive of individuals with
disabilities. This portion of the presentation will focus on teachings found in the Catechism, USCCB documents, and the writings of Pope Saint John Paul the Great, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis. Finally, the
we will layout a road-map of practical steps to take in order to introduce Teaching Together in your school
and diocese.

11:45 AM - Lunch & Networking
Dining Hall

12:45 PM - Summit Concludes

U P C O M I N G

E V E N T S

2018

O 2

O 3 - 5

C  A
C R

P E™
C
 D  W

, ..

, ..

2019
J 7 - 10

P C

with Dr.
D Scott Hahn and the St. Paul Center
 , 

M 12 - 21

N I E:
I  S

M
M 15 - 25

H L P

with Dr. Tim Gray
   

J 24 - 28

9 A N I C
, 

 @-.  J J 
855-740-   .

-.

Steve Minnis
A native of St. Joseph, MO, Mr. Minnis received his Bachelor’s degree from Benedictine College in 1982. He obtained his Juris Doctorate degree from Washburn
University in 1985 and Master’s of Business Administration degree in 1993 from
Baker University. Mr. Minnis began his legal career in the county prosecutor’s office
for Johnson County, Kansas. At Sprint Corporation, he held the position of director,
state regulatory and general attorney for 14 years.
He served as president of the Benedictine College Alumni Association from 1991 to
1995 and joined the Benedictine College Board of Directors in 1992, serving until
October 2004 when he became president of the college. Steve’s wife, Amy (Kohake),
graduated from BC in 1984 and currently teaches in the Education Department at
Benedictine College. The couple has three children, Matthew, Michael, and Molly.

Archbishop Joseph Naumann
Archbishop Joseph Naumann was ordained a priest in 1975. He served as the Archdiocesan Pro-Life Coordinator in St. Louis (1984-1995) and became the Bishop for
the Archdiocese of Kansas City (2005). Archbishop Naumann is Chair of the Kansas
Catholic Conference, and currently serves the USCCB as a member of the Administrative Committee, the Committee on Pro-Life Activities, Religious Liberty Committee, and the Sub Committee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage. He has
been elected to serve as the next Chair of USCCB Pro-Life Committee. Archbishop Naumann also serves on the Board of National Committee for the Human Life
Amendment and is the Co-Chair for the Religious Alliance Against Pornography.

Leonard DeLorenzo
Dr. Delorenzo works in the McGrath Institute for Church Life and teaches theology at the University of Notre Dame. DeLorenzo earned his doctorate in systematic
theology from the University of Notre Dame, where he also earned his master’s (systematic theology) and bachelor’s degrees (theology and philosophy). He has served
on the leadership teams for Notre Dame Vision, the Notre Dame Catechist Academy,
the Notre Dame Character Project, and the Church Life Internship.
Areas of expertise include the saints, the Catholic imagination, religion and literature, and the relationship between storytelling and grace. His most recent books
are “What Matters Most: Empowering Young People for Life’s Big Decisions” and
“Work of Love: A Theological Reconstruction of the Communion of Saints” and he’s
has been a contributor to such publications as Our Sunday Visitor and Church Life
Journal.

Dr. Ben Akers
Dr. Ben Akers is an Associate Professor of Theology and Associate Dean at the
Augustine Institute in Denver, Colorado. He previously served as Director of the
Denver Catholic Biblical School and Catechetical School in the Archdiocese of
Denver helping grow it into the largest and most comprehensive diocesan Bible
study program in the United States. He received his doctorate in Sacred Theology
at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome, Italy where he studied
for five years while also directing an undergraduate study abroad program with his
wife.

Joshua Blonski
Joshua Blonski is High School Dean of Students at Providence Academy in Minnesota, where he also teaches Latin and History. He earned a BA in Liberal Studies
from Syracuse University, holds an A.S. degree in Criminal Justice, and is pursuing
an advanced degree in educational leadership at the University of St. Thomas in
Minnesota. Mr. Blonski previously served as Dean of Students at Gregory the Great
Academy in Pennsylvania, where he taught Theology, Latin, and Philosophy.

Dr. Tiffany Boury
Dr. Tiffany Boury, Director of Catholic Leadership, Associate Professor of Education. Dr. Boury’s research is in the importance of providing opportunities for
pre-service teachers to experience international field placements, culturally relevant
teaching and ESL instruction. As Director of the Master of Catholic Leadership,
her team of faculty, subject experts and leadership alumni are serving leaders in
multidisciplinary fields. The MCL program is a 23 month, fully online, cohort model
designed to foster active leadership; the Catholic school leader track will begin June
2019. Dr. Boury received her bachelor’s degree from West Liberty University, her
Masters of Education from Walden University and her PhD in Instructional Management and Leadership from Robert Morris University. In 2017, she was named recipient of the Excellence in Teaching Award from Franciscan University and Associate
Editor for the European Scientific Journal.

Joanne Callaghan
Joanne Callaghan is the Program Director for Teaching Together Chicago (TTC)
and is responsible for administering the program and setting in motion the strategic
plan of TTC. Joanne is an Occupational Therapist with over 30 years of experience
working with adolescent, adult and geriatric populations. Joanne’s practice areas
have included adolescent/adult/geriatric psychosocial dysfunction, in-patient acute
care, in-patient rehabilitation, and home health care. Aside from extensive health
care experience, Joanne brings a unique blend of personal experience and passion
to the organization. Joanne’s twenty plus years of experiences involving her own
child with physical challenges and several private school settings provides her a
practical understanding of the issues involved with placing individuals in school
settings.

Michael Ciaccio
After graduating University of Kansas, Michael Ciaccio was in seminary then
discerned a true calling to counseling and pursued his profession as a therapist at
Divine Mercy University. As a residential therapist and the substance abuse therapist
at Ozanam, he counseled teenagers and families. In 2014 he founded the Center for
Healing in the Chancery of the Diocese of Kansas City- St. Joseph. His passion is
working with couples, families, individuals and teenagers by addressing the wholeness of the human person: spiritual, emotional, intellectual and biological.

Mary Forr
Mary Forr is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame where she majored in political science and philosophy. After graduation, Mary received her Masters in Education from Notre Dame through the Alliance for Catholic Education. Mary has taught
high school and middle school and has founded Teaching Together, a non-profit
providing jobs for adults with special needs in Catholic school classrooms. In 2016,
Mary became the Director of Life Issues for the Archdiocese of Washington where
she currently works to provide educational, public policy, and catechetical materials
surrounding the life issues.

Everett Fritz				
Everett Fritz is the founder and Executive Director of St. Andrew Mis- sionaries. He
has authored several books, including The Art of Forming Young Disciples, which
was published by Sophia Institute Press in 2018. Everett regularly speaks on the
topics of discipleship, youth evangelization and chastity. Everett and his wife Katrina
reside in Denver, Colorado with their children.

Mary Rice Hasson
Mary Rice Hasson is the Kate O’Beirne Fellow and Director of the Catholic Women’s Forum at the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, DC. An attorney,
Mary writes and speaks frequently on women, faith, culture, and gender ideology.
She was a keynote speaker for the Holy See at the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women in both 2017 and 2018. Mary edited the book, Promise
and Challenge: Catholic Women Reflect on Feminism, Complementarity, and the
Church, and is the co-author of newly released book, Get Out Now. She previously led Catholic marriage preparation and women’s ministries and is the mother of
seven.

Ray Kaselonis
Ray Kaselonis serves as senior counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom’s Center for Christian Ministries. Since joining ADF in 2017, Kaselonis has focused his
practice on representing churches, religious ministries, and Christian schools to
ensure their freedoms are protected under the First Amendment. It was his time in
vocational ministry, as associate pastor at Applegate Christian Fellowship in Oregon,
that opened his eyes to the vast legal needs of religious ministries in general and
the church in particular. Kaselonis earned a bachelor’s degree in Economics and
Government from the University of Texas at Austin, in 1997, and his Juris Doctor,
cum laude, from Regent University School of Law in 2001. Kaselonis is admitted to
practice law in Arizona, Oregon, Maryland, and before the Supreme Court of the
United States.

Fr. Jarrod Lies
Fr. Jarrod Lies was ordained by Bishop Gerber on March 26th, 2001 to the Diocese
of Wichita, Kansas. He spent his first two years of priesthood in Pittsburg, Kansas,
at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. In 2003 he was made the Director of Pastoral Care
(chaplain) for Bishop Carroll Catholic High School where he spent the next eight
years. From July 2008 – July 2015 he served as the Pastor of St. John’s Clonmel. And from June 2011 to June 2015 he served as the Director of the Office of
Faith Formation for the Diocese of Wichita. Fr. Jarrod is currently the Pastor of St.
Francis of Assisi parish in Wichita and has recently completed a License in Sacred
Theology in the New Evangelization. He finds his greatest fulfillment in teaching and
preaching the Eucharistic person of Jesus Christ so as to inspire and enlighten in
the fire of the Holy Spirit to the glory of God the Father unto the salvation of souls.

Dr. James A. Mello
Dr. James A. Mello, Executive Director of Institutional Effectiveness
Franciscan University of Steubenville. An experienced administrator in Catholic
higher education, Jim has presented nationally and internationally on the expression
of Catholic charisms through institutional programs and processes. He has been a
Summer Fellow of the Peabody College of Education at Vanderbilt University and a
National Data Institute Fellow. He has also served in professional roles at Creighton
University, University of Notre Dame, Saint Joseph’s College of Maine, Ave Maria
University, and University of Hartford. He is currently a Peer Reviewer for the Higher
Learning Commission and a Policy Advisor for the Association for Institutional Research.

J.D. Mesnard
J.D. Mesnard joined Alliance Defending Freedom in 2017 and serves as Regional Alliance Director with ADF’s Church Alliance and Ministry Alliance programs.
Mesnard has extensive experience in the public policy arena, serving for eight
years as a staffer and policy advisor in the Arizona State Senate before going on to
serve in elected office himself. He currently serves as the Arizona Speaker of the
House. Mesnard co-founded Voices of the World, a non-profit Christian charity
that provides humanitarian aid and hospice care in Mozambique, near South Africa.
Mesnard has come to consider the threat against religious liberty to be one of the
most critical issues facing churches and ministries today, which, in addition to
making him a passionate advocate within the political world, led him to join ADF’s
efforts in protecting churches and ministries. Mesnard holds masters degrees in
both Business and Public Administration. He lives in Chandler, Arizona with his
wife Holly, a registered nurse at their local hospital.

John Menghini, Jay Breidenthal, Steve Sharpe, Zena Weist,
Fr. Michael Koehler
John Menghini, Jay Breidenthal, and Steve Sharpe were founding board members of St. James Academy and
served on other school boards prior to St. James’; the SJA board was established in 2003 and the school
opened in 2005. Zena Weist and Fr. Michael Koehler are current trustees of the St. James Academy Board.

Andy Tylicki, Kyle Pietrantonio, Rich Meyer, Pat Reidy
Andy Tylicki, President of St. James Academy in Lenexa, KS; Kyle Pietrantonio, President of Holy Spirit
Preparatory School in Atlanta, GA; Rich Meyer, President, JSerra Catholic High School in San Juan
Capistrano, CA; Pat Reidy, JSerra Vice President of Mission and Faith is the moderator.

Natalie Muehlberger, Counseling Student Team
Natalie Muehlberger, Guidance Counselor, College Counselor and Testing Coordinator at St. James Academy
in Lenexa, KS. The Counseling Student Team plays a vital role in helping find ways to present information to
the student body that is relevant and will be received most effectively by their peers.

Debbie Nearmyer, Ruthie Greenhalgh, Emily Hodes, Campus Ministry
Student Team
Debbie Nearmyer, Faith Formation Director, and Ruthie Greenhalgh and Emily Hodes, Campus Ministers,
St. James Academy, Lenexa, KS. The Campus Ministry Student Team coordinates and facilitates Faith
experiences such as retreats and all school mass, and generally fosters Catholic culture and identity at St.
James.
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DIA Schools Collaborative seeks to share the collective
wisdom and resources of its like-minded, faith-filled school
members for the betterment of each institution, the growth
and support of passionately Catholic education at-large,
and the transformation of the culture of our society.
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